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on the political crisis in Armenia

Brussels, 2 May 2018 - “Yesterday, 1 May, after a fortnight of unrest, the special session of

the National Assembly of Armenia did not result in the election of a new Prime Minister.

In this difficult context, we wish to emphasise once again the extent to which the current

events in Armenia are the subject of close attention in the European Parliament. In particular,

the EP Delegation to the EU-Armenia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee held an

extraordinary meeting tonight, to proceed to an exchange of views on the matter with

representatives of the European External Action Service and of the European Commission’s

DG NEAR.

Members of the Delegation have already reaffirmed that freedom of assembly is a universal

and fundamental right of all, but this right must be exercised in a peaceful manner and in

accordance with the law.

As far as the political transition is concerned, we call on all sides to show restraint and

responsibility, to engage in a frank dialogue and to respect the Constitutional order. In

particular, the Constitution foresees that the National Assembly will hold another session to

elect the new Prime Minister in seven days, and we expect all political forces to comply with

these legal provisions.

It is also our duty to recall that, in the coming weeks, the European Parliament is due to vote

on whether or not it should give consent to the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership

Agreement (CEPA) with Armenia, as well as an in-depth accompanying resolution on the
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state of EU-Armenian relations. In keeping with Armenia's international commitments but

also in view of ensuring a positive vote in the European Parliament on the new CEPA

agreement, we strongly support all measures that can be taken to ensure a peaceful political

transition.”
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